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business it was usually attended by seven or eight. In
1706-7 there were sixty-three members of the Privy Council,
but whilst the Chancellor and the Treasurer " attended
twenty-four times, thirty-six attended five times or less,
and twenty never attended, so that the work of the Privy
Council was substantially in the hands of ten men, Its
meetings were often attended by the Sovereign, and its
members were sometimes referred to as Lords of the Com-
mittee.
Meanwhile, since the reign of James I, it had been possible
to catch glimpses of a group of Royal advisers who incident-
ally were important officials, privy councillors, and members
of the Committee of the whole Council, but who also met as
the King's friends. This body was closely allied to, if not
indistinguishable from, the Committee of Foreign Affairs
from 1660-79, but it became more clearly distinguishable after
1679 when Charles had grown to distrust the Privy Council
and all its official committees. By the time of the Revo-
lution this Cabinet Council was clearly recognised. Of the
members of the Privy Council many rarely attended: for
instance, though there were eighty councillors in Anne's
reign, the number who frequently attended was about
thirty. The Cabinet Council met frequently in the King's
palace at Kensington on appointed days, and considered
both, controversial and routine work. In the reign of Anne
it contained about ten members, and its meetings were
usually attended by the Queen herself.
There were then Jin the reign of Anne, three executive £e!^?ns of
,	-
bodies — the Privy Council, the Committee of the whole council, the
Council, and the Cabinet Council.   There was a good deal m$ the
of duplication of business: in particular, the Committee and
the Cabinet Council did very similar work, considering
Bills, reports, and petitions, drafting instructions for the
judges, receiving memorials from colonial governors, and
considering the equipment and levying of troops.   Much
of this work was also considered more formally by the Privy
Council &
To contemporaries and to later historians the task of
differentiating between the Committee and the Cabinet

